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Well Leonatus (said he), since I cannot perswade thee to leade me
to that which should end my griefe, and thy trouble, let me now intreat
tfhee to leaue me: feare not, my miserie cannot be greater then1 it is,
and nothing doth become3 me but miserie: feare not the daunger
of my blind steps, I cannot fall worse then1 I am: and do not I
pray thee, do not obstinately continue to infect thee with mv wretched-
nesse: but flic, flie from this region only worthie of me. Deare father
(answered he) do not take away from, me the only remnant of my
happinesse: while I haue power to do you seruice, I am not wholhe
.miserable. Ah my sonne (said he, and with that he groned, as if
sorrow straue to breake his heart) how euill fits it me to haue such
a sonne, and how much .doth thy.kindnesse vpbraid my wickednesse?
These dolefull speeches, and some others to like purpose (well shewing
they had not bene borne to the fortune they were in) moued the Princes
to go out vnto them, and aske the younger what they were? Sirs
(answered he with a good grace, and made the more agreeable by
a certaine noble kind of piteousnesse) I see well you are straungers, that
know not our miserie, so well here knowne, that no man dare know,
but that we must be miserable. Indeed our state is such, as though
nothing is so needfull vnto vs as pitie, yet nothing is more dangerous
vnto vs, then1 to make our selues so knowne as may stirre pitie; but
your presence promiseth that crueltie shall not ouer-runne hate: and
if it did, in truth our state is sunke below the degree of feare.

This old man (whom I leade) was lately rightfull Prince of this
countrie of Paphlagonia, by the hard-hearted vngratefulnesse of a sonne
of his, depriued, not onely of his kingdome (whereof no forraine forces
were, euer able to spoyle him) but of his sight, the riches which Nature
graunts to the poorest creatures. Whereby, and by other his8 vnnaturall
dealings, he hath bene driuen to such griefe, as euen now4 he would
bane had me to haue led him to the top of this rocke, thence to cast
himselfe headlong to death : and so would haue made me, who receiued
my life of him, to be the worker of his destruction. But noble Gentle-
men, said he,' if either of you haue a father, and feele what dutifull
affection is engraffed in a sonnes heart, let me mtreat yoft to conueigh
this afflicted Prince to some place- of rest and sec&ritie : amongst your
worthier acts it shall be none of the least, that a king of such might
and fiuoaci and so vninstlie oppressed, is in any sort* by you relieued.

Ithjw.         *snk.         * Le. the imiuttuial son's.